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The Call of the Wild                            
Chapter 5 Study Guide 
 

Like chapter three, this chapter provides one example of foreshadowing after another.  You will likely 

find that you can anticipate Jack London’s direction early in this chapter.  Look back to the first 

study guide to review the three listed themes.  One of these plays an important role in this chapter.  

Use the diagram below to keep track of the characteristics of the three new characters below.  These 

characteristics will play a role in the dramatic end of this chapter in Buck’s life. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Considering Buck’s feelings for this group and the characteristics you have listed 

above, how do you think this chapter is going to end?  Once again, be specific. 

 

 

Note passages below that characterize these three as a team. 

When you finish the chapter, note the theme that they illustrate. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: _______________________ 

 

Date:  __________ Class: _______ 

Theme 



1. Why is Hal so cruel to the team of dogs?  Explain. Examine the paragraph below written in response 

to this question.  Underline the sentence that does not support the topic sentence highlighted in bold print.  Explain your 

choice. 
 

Hal is so cruel to the team of dogs because of his lack of experience.  1.When he tries to start them the first time with the 

overloaded sled, he doesn’t realize that the sled is frozen to the snow and that the dogs are giving all that they can to move it.  

2.He thinks they’re lazy, and he beats them with the whip.  3.His comment to his pleading sister exposes his inexperience,  

“They’re lazy, I tell you, and you’ve got to whip them to get anything out of them.  That’s their way.  Ask anyone.”  4.If she had 

asked the onlookers, it might have saved the dogs from additional beating.  5.As readers, we know that they aren’t lazy, and that 

they live for the work.  6.Hal is trying to act like he knows what he’s doing.  7.If he had any experience or any sense for that 

matter, he’d know that dogs in this condition don’t have a chance of breaking that sled out of the snow on their own. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What might the character Mercedes reveal about London’s attitude towards women 

in the Klondike?  Do you agree with his perspective, or is Mercedes an unfair 

characterization of the women of this time and place?  Use examples from story to 

defend your point. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 


